[Tissue factor in endothelial cells--its structure and function according to the current literature].
Tissue factor (TF) is a glycosylated transmembrane protein, expressed by endothelial and other cells. Its best known function is the initiation of thrombus formation, but TF also participates in inflammation processes. This article presents the established knowledge of TF expression in endothelial cells and current opinions on encrypted TF form and mechanisms of its activation.